













































































8TH. INTERNATTONAL SYMPOSIUM ON VULCAWOSPELECLOGY
NATROBI., KENYA. 8-9 FEBRUARY, 1997

(Hosted by THE CAVE EXPLORATION GROUP OF EAST AFRICA, /o P.0.Box 47363,
Nairobi. Kenva. Hon.Chairman : Jim W.Simons, Tel.& Fax 254-2-520883)

15T. INFORMATION CIRCULAR (REVISED FEB.1997)

The 8th.International Symposium on Vulcanospeleology is being held in
Nairobi, Kenva, in February, 1998.

Two days of formal sessions will take place on Saturday and Sunday.

8-9 February, 1998, at the 4 star Panafric Hotel, Nairobi. Depending upon
the papers received, sessions are expected to include : Vulcanospeleology
of East Africa, World Vulcanospeleology., Geological, Biospeleological,
Conservation, Theoretical and Miscellaneous topics.

Overseas Registration fees will be : USD 60 {(to 31/7/97; USD 80 (to
31/10/97) and USD 100 (from 1/11/97). There will be no fees for
accompaniers not attending sessions. Daily Session registration will be
open only to East African residents. Registration fees include use of room
and equipment, coffee and tea breaks, poolside lunches and UIS Tax.

The official language of the symposium is English. The acceptance of in
abu .entia papers cannot be guaranteed. Proceedings will eventually be
printed in English and efforts are being made to find a publisher.

A selected list of Nairobi Hotels at B+B rates is enclosed. but it is
expected that most delegates will opt for the venue hotel.

Receptions will include a Welcome Cocktail Party ($25 pp) at the Panafric
Hotel. and a Closing Party ($30 pp) at a venue to be announced.

There will be both Pre-symposium caving field trips of 1/2 and 4.5 days
duration, and Post-symposium trips of 1, 2, 3 and 5 days in duration.
These will largely be undertaken in 4x4 vehicles (6-8 Pax) requiring a
minimm of 6 passengers to gurantee trip operation. Prices will be
inclusive of transport, overnight hotel or tented camp accomodation (as
applicable), and all meals (See enclesed programmes for details & rates).

A guide book on the caves to be visited (price to be announced), special
symposium T-Shirts ($18 p.piece) and CEGEA standard T-Shirts ($80p.pc.)
can be reserved in advance and will be available for collection in
Nairobi. Purchase is also open to non-attending corresponding registrants.

Various 1/2-1 day excursions to places of interest around Naircbi (Nairobi
National Park) and into the Great Rift Valley (Mt.Longonot Volcano ascent)
will also be available for both delegates and accompaniers throughout
their stay. An advance indication of interest will be valuable, but
otherwise excursions can be booked and paid-up at the hotel courtesy desk.

A wide variety of Mini-Bus safaris to the famous wildlife parks and lodges
are available from local tour operators (see example list & prices) with
departures normally guaranteed if there is a minimum of 4 full-paying
passengers (Quotations for smaller or larger numbers on requesﬁtl. The
organisers will forward any applications for such trips to the appropiate
agent/s with whom all future transactions will be conducted direct.

Please conmplete and return the Non-Binding Statement of Interest if you
wish to be kept further informed. o%
Many thanks JIM W.SIMONS L
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IIT MT.SUSWA CAIDERA & CAVES 1 DAY (10 FEB.) - ¥

CAVING FIELD TRIFS

(AT deparnges will be from the Pensfric Hotsl, Najrobid
PRE-SYHMPOSTUM
NDERUGH RIVER CAVES 1/Z2 DAY (2 FEB.& 7 FEBR.Aliernat ives)

A 1/2 hour drive of about 30 km.to the north of Nairobi will
take us to Benvar Estate where some of Kenva's famous coffee
will be viewed. In the welded volcanic tuffs forming the cliffs
of the nearby Ndarugu River CGorge, lie a number of small, multi-
level., water-formed passage systems which have not been fully
explored or mapped. The complexity of crawlways will provide
both sport and an opportunity to test cne's surveving skills !

Depart 1300. Return 1800. Mini-Bus transport (Min.4-Max.8 Pax)
Cost USD 30 per person.

CHYULU HILLS & CAVES 4.5 DAYS (3-7. FEB-)

This pre-symposium -field 'trip will:visit- MATHATONT &, KIMAKIA
(TTHUNDU) ‘CAVES  invthe N.Chyulu.and LEVIATHAN CAVE (Kenva's:
longest and deepests-lava tube Bystem)  and PANGO. YA&: MOSHT .in' the
Main Chyulus.’ All are ‘located -in the beautifulirange -of cinder
cones and "lava fields making up the Chyuluw Hiils National Park,
between. 130-230km.SE of  Nairobi. Park entry fees have been
specially walved. Luxurious: tented accommodation-is provided at

a discounted rate at: the UMANI SPRINGS.CAMP, situated.in the
adjoining Kibwezi Forest Reserve.. Daily caving trips will be
made frem this camp and opportunities exist for accompaniers to
also make side excursions (e.g.Tsavo N.Park). A.traditional. dance
at a nearby village by the Wakamba tribe is also included. Some
wildlife may be viewed and the trip will be of interest to all
vulcano-speleologists, geologists and bio-speleologists. The trip
returns to Nairobi by lunch-time to enable attendance of FT 1B.

Dl-Depart 0800. DS-Return by 1200. 4x4 vehicle (Min.6-Max.8 Pax)
Cost USD 610 pp sharing twin/triple. Single Rooms-no guarantee &
subject to availabilitys -, -« All inclusive of transport,
% 4 nights F/B accommodation, meals and traditional dance.

POST-SYMPOSIUM

= =3
Drive into the centre of the Great Rift Valley;.ascend, ' -

the eastern slopes of the mountain to enter and drive

across the 8km.caldera to view the fascinating central

col lapse graben which forms a deep moat around an island

block. Return to the eastern flanks, where a pahoehce lava -
flowed through a breach in the caldera, to visit examples

of a braided and multi-level system of lava tunnels. The complex
has an estimated |& km.of passages in 40 different caves in a km.
square area. Return to your Nairobi hotel by early evening. The
wigue caldera is of particular importance to volcanologists

and certain bat caves contain interesting invertebrates. Some
wildlife and Maasai inhabilants may also be seen.

Departure 0730 Return 1830 4x4 Vehicle (Min.§-Max.8 Pax) ~
usnh 80 pp (Including Picnic Lunch). \Q



8TH. INTERMNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON VULCANOSPELEOLOY — PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME

DATE SCHEDULE

FRE-SYMPOSLIUM EVENTS

JAN 3] Arrivals and early Registration ¥ Optional 1/2-1 day
(Faicd.) excursions 7
FEB. 1 Arrivals/Registration. Optional 1/2-1 day excursions.
(Sat.) Evening get-together (time & venue to be announced).
FEB. Z Registration. Opticnal 1/2 day excursions.
(Sun. ) 1300-1800 FT IA) NDARUGU RIVER CAVES
1900-2000 Evening get-together/Chyulu Trip briefing.
FEB. 3-7 0730- FT II) CHYULU HILLS & CAVES. 4.5 days, with 4 nights
(Mon-Frid) Umani Springs Camp, arriving back in Nairobi by lunch-
time on Frid.7th. to attend alternative FT IB) ?
FEB.5 & 6 Arrivals and early Registration. Opticnal 1/2-1 day
(Wed.& Thurs.) excursions ?.
FEB. 7 Registration. Optional 1/2 day excursions.
(Frid.) 1330-1800 FT IB) NDARUGU RIVER CAVES .
1900~ WELCOME COKTATL PARTY (PANAFRIC HOTEL)
(Opening Ceremony & Welcome Speeches)
FEB. 8 8TH.SYMPOSIUM (PANAFRIC HOTEL)
(Sat.)

0900-1230 Sessions (Keynote paper ?) + coffee break
1230-1330 Poolside Lunch with guest speaker ?
1330-1830 Sessions + tea break

1930~ Possible evening out at a Nairobi restaurant

FEB. 9 8TH. SYMPOSIUM (PANAFRIC HOTEL)
{Sun. |

0830-1800 Sessions with coffe, lunch and tea breaks
1900~ FAREWELL DINNER (Panafric Hotel or alternative)

Opticnal 1/2 - 1 day excuisions for accompaniers will be
available during both days of sessions

POST-SYMPOSTIUM EVENTS

FEB. 10 0730~ FT III) MT.SUSWA CALDERA & CAVES. 1 day trip
(Mon.) with picnic lunch.

FEB 10-11 0730~ FT 1IV) MT.SUSWA CALDERA & CAVES. 2 day trip
(Mon.-Tues. } with picnic lunches, an overnight at a Lake

Naivasha Hotel, returning to the mountain and
caves for a Znd.day before return to Nairobi;

FEB. 12-14 0730- FT V) MT.ELGON & CAVES. 3 day trip with over-
(Wed.-Frid.) nights at a nearby hotel or farm 'home-stay”.

FEB 10-14 0730- FT VI) MT.SUSWA & MT.ELGON CAVES. 5 day trip
(Mon.-Frid. ) combining FT IV & V with an extra night at a Lake
Baringo Hotel on Tues.ll Feb.
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NTERNZTIONAT HNION OF SPELEGOLS

Commission on Yolcanic Caves
1996 REPORT TO THE IUS/UIS 15 October 1996

The IUS Working Group on Volcanic Caves becams its Commiss
canic Caves in 1993. 1Its purpose is to advance the scien
ation, study, and preservation of lava tube caves and other
volcanic rock. Currently it has one member each from 17 nat
Australia, Bulgaria, France, Germany, Iceland, Indonesia, It
pan, Kenya,Rorea, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Portugal
Spain and the U.S.A.

18]

The Commission collects and disseminates information thromgh its news-
letter (two in 1996 to date), through sponsorship of internaztional
symposia and conferences, through meetings of its chairman with indi-
vidual Commission members, and through data compilation omn lawa tube
caves in a NASA-sponsored world data base at Arizonz State Uniwversity
(att. Dr.Ron Greeley, Geology Dept., A.S.U., PO Box 87-1404, Tempe,

AZ, USA 85287-1404). The newsletter contains reports and abstracts in
addition to current information. It is archived in two U.S. Geological
Survey libraries and is abstracted in Volcano Quarterly. In 1925 Ste-
phan Kempe and I presented papers at the annual meeting of the Nation-
al Spelvological Society and met with the IUS President and Secretarv-
General. Later he and I studied lava tube and other pseudokarstic and
karstic caves in Colorado, Utah, Arizona, and New Mexico. In September
I spent eight days with Yurii Slezin in Kamchatka, visiting the Tolba-
chik cave area and speaking at the Institute on Volcanic Geology and
Geochemistry. 1In late 1995 and 1996 the Commission joined with the Ha-
waii Speleological Survey of the National Speleological Society irn upp-
osing plans for segmental collapse of Kazumura and other important ca-
ves by a road project. Although still being monitored, this effort zp-
parently was very successful. The Commission also provided recommend-
ations to the American Geological Institute for the forthcoming 4th
edition of Glossary of Geology and Related Sciences, which may appear
later this year. WMore than 2000 lava tube caves in 40 nations now are
included in the world data base.

The Commission meets during international congresses of speleology and
during international vulcanospeleoclogical symposiz znd symposiz. The

Commission solicits and approves sites for these symposia.

meeting will be in Switzerland in 1997 during the 12th Inte
Congress of Speleology. Also it will meet in Nairobi in Febrm
during the 8th International Symposium on Vulcznospeleology an
tania, Italy in September 1999 during the 29th such symposium.

Commissgion solicits and approves sites for thess symposia.

Future activities will include expansion of all current projects, de-
termination of when pit craters should be considered speleclogical
phenomena, and increased lizison with the IUS' Commission on Slaci
Caves and proposed Working Group or Commission on Pseudokarst.
Paul van der Pas attended 1996 meetings of both groups.
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Willinm 2. Hel(dox
William R. Halliday
Chairman/President







