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o:n.. ·vo1ca:J1i..c 
News letter # 12 April 20, 1997 

1998 SYMPOSIUM FIRST CIRCULAR AND INFORMATION 

The following pages include the First Circular of the 8th Inter
national Symposium on Vulcanospeleology, to be held in Kenya in 

1 997, together with basic information. PLEASE DISTRIBUTE 
THIS TO EVERYONE IN YOUR AREA AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. As a result of 
preliminary input to Jim Simons, significant changes have been 
made. 

Another Commission Newsletter will appear soon, probably in May. 
It will contain the · 4-year report of the Commission, and the la
t est information on long lava tube caves and deep volcanic pits. 
Also it will contain informat ion for members ·of the Commission to 
consider before the . meeting in Switzerland in 1997. (The 
date and time of this mee.ting have not been determined 

Two new members of the Commission are: 

Yvo Weidmann 
EAWAG Environmental Physics 
Ueberlandstr. 134 
CH-8600 Duebendorf 
Switzerland 

Two new addres ses : 

H.-J.Schumacher 
Vogtl andstr. 13 
D-95497 Goldkronach 
Germany 

Gregory Middleton 
PO Box 269 

Bay, Tasmania 
Australia 7006 
(member · for the Indian Ocean) 

K.G. Grimes 
PO Box 362 
Hamilton 3300, Australia 

Peter Roe (England) led a recent trip to the ·c ape Verde Islands . 
They found one small lava . tube cave on Sal, and 4 or 5 "good lava 
t ube · caves" with several additional leads unchecked because of lack 
of time on Fogo. · 

In the mainland, in Washington state, Deadhorse Cave now is longer 
than Ape cave (4.1 km+ vs. 3.904 km), according to a report in cas
cade Caver, Vol. 35, nq. 6, June 1996. 

In Hawaii County ·, Hawaii, connection of several short la.va . tube 
caves "in North Puna District by Stephan Kempe _and Doilg.and Hazel 

led new lava tube cave . over 10 km lgng. 
are expected at the ·session in· in • 

. Former· U. S.G. S. vulcanologist Ken Hon has been . working with. Kilauea .. 
Crater of· the Hawa·fi Speleological Survey. This cooperation 
has· revealed. t he existence Of caves formed · as hollow flaw·· lobe com
plexes. Details in Switzerland in August. · . And ttie · length of Kazu
mura Cave continues to increase • 
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811-1. INI'ERNATIONAL SYJ4PC'SIUM ON VULCJ\l~'lSPELEOLCXN 
NAIROBI. KENYA. 8-9 FEBRUARY. 1997 

(Hosted by THE CAVE EXPJ..ORJ\l'ION GRCXJP OF EAST A.k'RICA. c/o P.O.Box 47363. 
Nairobi. Kenya. Hon.Chairrnan : Jim W.Sirrons, Tel.& Fax 254-2-520883 } 

1ST. INFO~~ION CIRCULAR (REVISED FEB.l997) 

The 8th.International Symposium on Vulcanospeleology is being held in 
Nairobi, Kenya, in February, 1998. 

Two days of formal sessions will take place on Saturday and Sunday. 
8-9 February, 1998 , at the 4 star Panafric Hotel, Nairobi. Depending upon 
the papers received, sessions are expected to include : Vulcanospeleology 
of East Africa, World Vulcanospeleology, Geological, Biospeleological. 
Conservation. Theoretical and Miscellaneous topics. 

Overseas Registration fees will be : USD 60 (to 31/7/97; USD 80 (to 
31/10/97} and USD 100 (from 1/11/97}. There will be no fees for 
accanpaniers not attending sessions·. Daily Session registration wi 11 be 
open only to East African residents. Registration fees inc lude use of roan 
and equipnent, coffee and tea breaks_, poolside lunches and UIS Tax. 

The official language of the symposium is English. The acceptance of in 
ab::; .entia papers cannot be guaranteed. Proceedings will eventually be 
printed in English and efforts are being made to find a publisher. 

A selected list of Nairobi Hotels at B+B rates is enclosed. but it is 
expected that most delegates will opt for the venue hotel. 

Receptions will include a Welcome Cocktail Party ($25 pp} at the Panafric 
HoteL and a Closing Party ($30 ppl at a venue to be announced. 

There will be both Pre-symposium caving field trips of 1/2 and 4.5 days 
duration. and Post-symposium trips of 1, 2, 3 and 5 days i n duration. 
These will largely be undertaken in 4x4 vehicles (6-8 Pax) requiring a 
minimwn of 6 passengers to gurantee trip operat ion. Prices wi 11 be 
inclusive of transport, overnight hotel or tented camp accomnodation (as 
applicable}, and all meals (See enclosed programmes for ·details & rates). 

A guide book on t he caves to be visited (price to be announced}, special 
symposium T-Shirts ($16 p.piece) and CEGEA standard T-Shirts ($10p.pc.) 
can be reserved in advance and wi 11 be available for collection in 
Nairobi. Purchase is also open to non-attending corresponding registrants. 

Various 1/2-1 day excursions to places of interest around Nairobi (Nairobi 
National Park) and into the Great Rift Valley (Mt.Longonot Volcano ascent) 
will also be available for both delegates and accCIJ1)aniers throughout 
their stay. An advance indication of interest will be valuable, but 
otherwise excursions can be booked and paid-up at the hotel coUrtesy desk. 

A wide variety of Mini-Bus safaris to the famous wildlife parks and lodges 
are available from l ocal tour operators (see exarrple list & prices) with 
departures normally guaranteed if there is a minimum of 4 full-paying 
passengers (Quotations for snaller or larger nurrbers on reques~) . The 
organisers wi 11 forward any applicatiOns for such trips to the appropiate 
agent/s with whom all future transact ions will be conducted direct . 

Please canplete and return the Non-Binding Statement of Interest if you 
wish to be kept further infonred. ~\'1..-'ll 

Many thanks JIM W.SIIDNS ~ 



CAVING FIELD TRIPS 

PRE-SYr•IPUSIU!~ 

;-.T lMB NDI\RLIGU RIVER CAVES 1/2 D.I\Y (2 FEB.&. 7 FEB.Alten1ati'.•es ) 

A J./2 hour drive of rtbout 30 km. to the r.m-UJ of Nairobi wi ll 
take us to Benvar Estate where some of Kenya's famous coffee 
will be viewed. In the welded volcanic tuffs fonning the cliffs 
of the nearby Ndarugu River Gorge, lie a ntm1ber of S!IBll. multi
level. water-fanned passage systems which have not been fully 
explored or !T'apped. The complexity of crawlways will provi de· 
both sP6r't and an opportuni tv to test one ' s surveying skills ! 

Deoart 1300. Return 1800. Mini-Bus transport (Min.4-Max.8 Pax) 
Cost uso 30 per person . 

FT II CHYULU HILLS & CAVES 4.5 DII.YS (3-7: FEB.) 

Thi s pre-symposium ,field :trip wi 11 · visit· MATHAIONI- &. KIMAKIA 
(IriruNDu) 'CAVES in•, the N.C.'hyulu · and 'LEVIATHAN. CAVE. (Kenya.'.s · 
l'ongest and deepest~.Hava -· tube systan) and PANG::> YN.M::>SfU .. in the 
Main Chyu1us. ' All are 'located .-in · the ·beautiful•·range of cinder 
cones and ·lava fields •rraking up the Chyu1u ·Hiils -National• Park, 
between- 130-230Jan.SE of. Nairobi. Park.-entry fees have been 
specially waived. Luxurious: -tented acccmrodation- is prov.ided at 
a discounted rate at• the· IMANI SPRINGS. Cl\MP, . situated, in the 
adjoining Kib.lezi · Forest Reserve . . Dai·ly .caving tr-ips· will . . be 
made from this camp and opportunities exist for acccrnpaniers to 
also rrake ·side excursions (e.g.Tsavo N.Park) .. A,-traditional . dance 
at a ne.arby· village by the Wakamba-- tribe is ·also included. ;:sane 
wi ldlife may be viewed and the trip will be of interest to all 
Vlllcano-speleologists, geol ogis t s and bio- speleologists. The trip 
r e t.m-ns to Nairobi by lunch-time to enable attendance of FT lB. 

Dl-Deoart 0800 . D5-Return by 1200. 4x4 vehicle (Min.6-Max.8 Pax) 
Cost USD 610 pp sharing twin/triple. Single Roams~10 guarantee & 
subject to availability • ..,.,.,_ .. AU inclusive of transport. 
x 4 nights F/B accornrodation, II'P..I'Ils and traditional dance . 

POST-SYMPOSI!Jl1 

~"'! I II MT. SUSWA CALDERA & CAVES 1 DAY ,( 10 FEB·.) ,, 

Dr ive into the centre of the Great Ri ft. Valley,. ascend, , .• 
the eas tern slopes of the rrountain to enter and drive 
acros s the 8km.caldera to view the fascinating central 
collapse graben which fonns a deep moat around an island 
block. Return to the eastern f l anks, Where a pahoehoe lava 
flowed through a breach in the caldera, to visit examples 
o f a braided and IT\\.Ilti -:- level s ystem of l ava tlmnels. The complex 
ha s an esti!T'ated ti. Jan. of passages in 40 different caves in a Jan . 
square a rea. Return to your Na irobi hotel by early evening. The 
w1i que ca ldera is of particular irrportance to volcanologists 
and cert ain bat caves contain interesting invertebrates. Sane 
wildlife and Maasai inhabitants nay also be seen. 

Departure 0730 Return 1830 4x4 Vehicle (Min.,- Max.B Pax) e_
USD 80 pp (Including Pic nic Lw1chl · ~0 



BTH. INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON VULCANOSPELEDLOY - PROVISIONAL PROGRAMHE 

DATE 

,JAN ?.J 
!Fr.i.d . l 

FEB. 1 
(Sat. l 

FEB. 2 
(Sun. l 

FEB.3-7 
(Mon-Fridl 

SCHEDULE 

Arrivals and early ReQi.stration <· Optional 1/2-1 day 
e!Xctu·::;Jons '! 

Arrivals/Registration . Optional 1/2-1 day excursions. 
Evening qet-together (t ime & venue to be announced). 

Registration. Optional 1/2 day excurs ions. 
1300-1800 FT IA) NDARUGU RIVER CAVES 
1900- 2000 Evening get-together/Chyulu Trip briefing . 

0730- FT Ill CHYULU HILLS & CAVES. 4.5 days. with 4 night s 
Llmani Springs Camp, arri ving back in Nairobi by lunch
time on Frid. 7th. to a ttend alternative FT IBJ ? 

FEB.5 & 6 Arrivals and early Registration . Optional 1/2-1 day 
(Wed.& Thurs. J excursions ?. 

FEB. 7 
(Frid.) 

FEB. 8 
tSat. J 

FEB. 'J 

Registration. Optional 1/2 day excursions. 
1330-1800 FT IB) NDARUGU RIVER CAVES 
1900- WELCXME ca<TI\IL PARTY ( PANAFRIC HCYl'EL l 

(Openi ng Ceremony & Welcome Speeches) 

0900-1230 
1.230-1330 
1330-1830 
1930-

8TII.SYMPOSIUM (PANAFRIC Ha:rEL) 

Sessions (Keynote paper 7) + coffee break 
Poolsi de Lunch with guest speaker ? 
Sessions + tea break 
Possible evening out at a Nairobi restaurant 

BTH. SYMPOSIUM ( PANAFRIC Ha:rEL) 
<Sun. i ------------------------ -----

0830-!800 Sessions with cofie. lunch and tea breaks 
1900- FAREWELL DINNER (P~1afric Hotel or alternative) 

Optional 1/2 - 1 day exct~Jions for accompaniers will be 
available during both days of sessions 

POST- SYMPOSILM EVENTS 

FEB. 10 0730- FT III) MT.SUSWA CALDERA & CAVES. 1 day trip 
(Mon.) with picnic lunch. 

FEB 10-11 0730- FT IV) MT.SUSWA CALDERA & CAVES. 2 day trip 
(Mon.-Tues.) with picni c lunches , an overnight at a Lake 

Naivasha Hotel. r eturning to the mountain and 
caves for a 2nd.day before return to Nairobi; 

FEB. 12-14 0730- FT VJ MT·.~ & CAVES. 3 day t rip with over-
!Wed . -Frid. ) nights at a nearby hotel or farm ' home-stay'. 

FEB 10- 14 0730- FT VI) MT.SUSWA & MT.EUXJN CAVES. 5 day trip 
010n . -Fri d.) canbining FT IV & V with an extra night at a Lake 

Baringo Hotel on Tues .11 Feb. 
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Co:rn..rrt..i..ssio::11 o:n... V ol.ca:n...i.c Ca. -,;;res 
1996 REPOR~ ~0 ~HE IUS/UIS 15 Octobe;::- ::95:c 

Th e I US Work ing Group on Volca nic Ca v e s beca ms its Corncissio~ c~ ··o::
cani c Caves in 1993. Its purpose i s to advance t h e scien~:=ic exp::or
ation, study , and p r e s ervation of lava tube caves and other caoes ~n 

volca nic rock. Currently it has one member each f r oc 1- ~a~io=s: 
Austra l ia, Bulgaria, France, Germany , Iceland , Indonesia, :~a::y. ~a
pan, Kenya,Korea, Mex ico, Nethe~lands , New Zealand , Porte~:. ?=ss!.a, 
Spain and the u.s . A. 

The Commi ssion collects and dissemina t e s i nfor mation throcgh i~s neas
letter ( two in 1996 to date ) , through s ponsorsh ip of interLa~io~al 
sympos ia and conferences, through meet ings o f i t s cba~ rcao vi ~h indi 
vidual Commission members, and through da ta c ompi lation on ::ava tnbe 
caves in a NASA-sponsored world data b a s e at Ar izona S~a~e ~~i7ersity 
(att . Dr.Ron Greeley, Geology Dept., A. s .o . , PO Box 87-1~0~. 7e=pe, 
AZ, USA 85287- 1404). The newslet t er conta ins repor ts and abst r acts in 
addition to current information. I t i s archive d i n tvo G. S. Geo::ogical 
Survey libraries and is abstracted in Volcano Quarterl y . In 1996 Ste
phan Kempe and I presented papers at the annual meeting o f the ~ation
al Spel0ological Society and met with the lOS President and Secretar~
General . Later he and I stud i ed lava tube and other pseudoka r stic and 
kars tic caves in Colorado , Utah , Arizona , and New Mexi co . In September 
I spent eight days with Yurii Slezin in Kamchatka, visiting the Tolba
chik cave area and speaking at the Institute on Vol canic Geol ogy and 
Geochemi s try. In late 1995 and 1996 the Commission joined with the Ha 
waii Speleol ogical Survey of the National Speleologica l Society i~ upp
osing plans for segmental collapse of Kazumura and other i mp or tant ca
ves by a r oad project. Although still being monitored, t h i s effor t ap
pa rently was very successful. The Commi ssion also provi de d reco~end
ation s to the American Geolog i ca l I ns ti t ute for the for thcoming 4th 
edition of Glossary of Geology and Related Sciences, which ay appear 
later this year. More than 2000 lava tube caves in 40 nations nov are 
included in the world data base . 

The Commission meets during international congresses o= spe::20:o:7 and 
during interna.t i onal vulcano spe l e olog ical sygposia and sy::-..cs!.a. :-ne 
Commission solic its a nd approves s i tes for these sy:posia . -=-~e ~~ 
meet i ng will be in Switzerl and in 1997 dur!.cg the :: 2th :nte~a~i==a: 
Congress o f Spe l eology. Also it will ceet in ~;airobi in ?eh~a=:r ::998 
during the 8th Inte rnat ional Symposiuo on •u::canospeleology a~= ~= ca
t an ia, Italy in September 199~ d uring the 9th suc h symposin~ . -=-~ 
Commission sol ici ts and approves sites for the s e sympos i a . 

Future activities will include expansion of a l l curren t projec~s. ce
t e rmina tio n of when pit c r ater s shoul d be considered speleo::o~ic:~ 
phenomena, and increased lia i son vith the l OS ' Commission oa G::c=!.er 
Caves and proposed Working Gr oup o r Commission on Ps eudokarst . ~a= 
Paul van der Pas attended 1996 ~eetings of both groups . 

Wt i{r(/~ Q. H«J/,cfG-;.-r 
Wil liam R. Halliday 
Chairman/President 
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