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VULCANOSPELEOLOGICAL ABSTRACTS 

Mouret, Claude. 1994. Formation of underground streams in vol­
canic rocks: Tahiti, French Polynesia, and Bali, Indonesia: 
Abstract. Supplement, Proc. XI Intern. Congr. of Speleol., 1993, 
Beij ing. p. 42-43. 

The Hitiaa cave System, in Tahiti, has "an upstream cave with bran­
ches" 488 m long and "two large tunnels" 141 and 128 m long, up to 
15 m in diameter and a natural bridge. It is attributed to piping 
in "former lava tubes in basaltic lava". (This should be further 
investigated.) In Bali, Goa Apetaungan is a piping cave in breccia 

Marinakis, Harry. 1997. The lava tube systems of New Mexico's 
El Malpais. NSS News, Vol. 55, no. 6, J une. p. 1 61 . 

An authoritative status report on a fascinating area with lava tube 
caves as much as 3163 feet long. The unidentified cave in this are< 
previously listed at 3.5 km now can be deleted from lists of longes• 
and deepest caves. Dr iblet columns are especially notable. (WRH) 

Ballard, Robert D. 1979 . The Galapagos Rift at 86°W: 1. Sheet 
flows , collapse pits, and lava lakes of the Rift Va lley. Jour. 
Geophys. Research Vol. 84, no. BlO, Sept. 10, p. 5407 .. 

Sheet flows are an important component of submarine midocean ridges . 
Collapse pits are common; "they appear to result from subsidence 
of the lava as a consequence of distalspreading of the flow and/or 
headward drainback into the s ubsurface plumbing system ... sheet 
flows can be considered a submarine analog of surface-fed pahoehoe, 
while the pillow basalts are analogous to subaerial tube-fed pahoe-
hoe. " Robin Holcomb was a co-author. (WRH) 

Stephenson,P.J. et al. 1980. Cainozoic volcanism in northeastern 
Aus tralia . in: The geology and geophys ic s of northeastern Austra­
lia, R. A. Henderson and P . J. ·Stephenson, ed. s, Queensland Di v. , 
Geological Soc iety of Australia, July. p. 349. 

"The diatreme in the Atherton province is Hypipamee Crater, 12 km 
southwest of Heberton. It has exceptional features . and have 
been formed by a violent explosive incident. There is no cone 
a nd the 60 m wide crater has impressive vertical walls of granite 
55 m high above a crater lake which i s 87 m deep. Although no 
basalt can be found in the walls, g ranite blocks and basalt bombs 
with granite inclusions litter t he sur f ace f or some distance, and 
inconspicuous lapilli occur in the rainforest soil." As p re­
viously noted in this newsletter, the depth of the lake is not well 
established (WRH). 

Matthews, W.H. 1955 . Pe rmaf r ost and its occurrence in the South­
ern Coast Mountains of British Columbia. Canad ian Alpine J., vo . 
38 , p. 94 . 

A natural tunnel 385 feet l ong extending through a ci nder ridge, 
presumably a piping cave . 1970 studies by B.C. Mainl and Caver s 
found it being closed by slumping cinders . (WRH) 
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A financial crisis has overtaken the 8th International Sympos -
ium and Jim Simons needs your feedback IMMEDIATELY. Events be­
yond its sponsors have caused dismaying uncertainty among num­
erous persons responding to the First Circular ( as among many 
Kenya tourists in general). Based on the encouraging response 
to the First Circular, the sponsors budgeted for 25 partici­
pants, which originally seemed very likely. But as of 21 Sept­
ember, only 5 had sent deposits and the sponsors must confirm 
and pay for excursion vehicle rentals and for meeting rooms and 
lodging by the end of October 1997. They plan a decisive strat­
egy meeting in mid-October, and YOUR input is nee ded at that time. 

The prohlem arose from political instability on the Kenya coast 
(more than 500 km from Nairobi and more than 250 km from the 
closest field excursion (Leviathan Cave). Political riots and 
killings of Kenyans ( no tourists) occurred on the coast . In 
Nairobi, all has been normal, and even euphoric, due to recent 
agreements on reforms by parliament. It is expected that com­
ing elections (the cause of the riots) now will be •relatively 
peaceful although localized upsets are always possible", Jim 
wrote. HOWEVER, uncertainty about the election date {probably 
during year-end holidays) and of poss ible election violence has 
reduced tourism for ALL Kenya by more than 50%, with predictions 
of a disasterous winter high season and possible collapse of the 
entire tourism industry. Jim is faced with severe personal fin­
ancial problems keeping the Umani Springs camp_ operational under 
these circumstances and may be hardput for personal financi a l 
survival if the worst p redictions prove correct . 

A hig problem is that there are no good alternatives. Under con­
s ideration are: 

a) postponement to another date in 1998, probably mid - year. 

b) cancellation of the symposium ar.d p roviding the excursions 
for those who desire them. 

c) switching dates with the sponsors of the 1999 symposium in 
Catania (evidently not di s cussed with them yet). 

Apparently no consideration has been given to postponement to 
2000 . And it is not clear whether less costly a-rrangemen ts are 
possible in Nairobi which might obviate the need for large de- · 
posits at this time (perhaps the Methodist Conference Center). 

Per s onally, I probably could not attend in midyear 1998 but it 
might b e the best alternative for those with flexible schedules. 
It would avoid the election unrest a nd g ive the local team more 
t ime to work on details. However i t would wreak havoc on per­
sons like myself travelling long distances with short windows 
in tight schedules. When the sponsors of the 5th symposium 
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had to change the announced dates, only 3 pers ons outside Ja­
pan (the venue) were able to attend and the Proceedings vol­
ume has not yet been puhlished. 

As fo r running only field excursions with no sessions, this 
would be an almost insuperable problem for academicians and 
others whose attendance is dependent on participation in a 
formal meeting. For some, this probably would be no problem , 
but other s like myself could not justify the expense . 

As for switching dates (1998 and 1999) with Catania, I pre­
sume this will have been explored by the time you receive this. 
but I doubt that it will be possible. The Catania meeting al­
r eady involves such high level academicians and dignitaries 
that changing its date seems unlikely. 

Because Jim did not list postponement until 2000 or later, I 
presume that there are valid local reasons for not considering 
this. 

Presently ther e also is a worrisome shortage of commitments for 
papers. My belief is that this can be corrected much more eas­
ily than the financial problem; 8 to 10 papers have been prom­
ised as of 21 September plus one in absentia paper. I see no 
problem with publishing a thinner Proceedings volume than those 
of recent years. 

Jim Simons therefore request~counsel on the foll owing: 

1) viabil ity of any/all of the three a lternatives. 

2) minimum number of attendees and of papers need ed for an acc­
eptible symposium of international stature. 

Please respond to him IMMEDI"ATELY, preferably by e-mail through 
the Be lgian Embassy: ·-helgianemh.ke@form-net.com 
Begin the message with : Private message f or Fran9oise Simons. 
If possible , send a copy to me at bnawrh@webtv .net 

Jim's telephone and fax in I'ITa .i robi is: 254-2--520883. His tele­
phone is switched to fax mode at night (Nairobi time). 

YOur message s hUld include: 

1) i f you are not yet fully registere d, when you will be sending 
a deposit, and how much; 
2) your feel ings about the minimum number of participants/papers; 
3) your feelings about various alternatives. 

Pl e a se do this IMMEDIATELY for the mid-October meeting. My own 
vote is for a small symposium as sch eduled, if necessary, and 
perhaps a change of venue in Nairobi if this would be helpful . 
The fina l decision necessarily will be made by it s Nairobi sponsors . 

-- WRH 
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CORRECTION FOR LAST NEWSLETTER 

The last newsletter dated 5 October 1997 incorrectly was numbered 
# 15. The correct number · was #16. Please correct your copy today. 

8th I NTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON VULCANOSPELEOLOGY TO BE ON SCHEDULE 

After receiving eme rgency responses from potential attendees , the 
Cive Expl oration Group of East Africa decided on October 15 to 
proceed wi th the Rth International Symposium in February 1998 as 
scheduled. The u.s. State Depar tment has no warning in effect 
for the parts of Kenya where the sessions and the field excurs­
ions will be held. There has been no change since 12 Sept. 1997. 
For latest informa tion, use the net: 
ht~p~//travel.state.gov/travel warninq~-html 
For information on antimalaria~ drugs and V6ccinations , use: 
ht t p://www.cdc . gov/ 

Please disseminate this information to everyone in your area who 
may be interested. Late registrations now will r.e accepted , with 
deposits, and space remains for a few more papers. 

LAVA TUBE CAVES ON GRAND COMORO ISLAND 

In September Greg Middleton wrote from Grand Cornaro Island that 
he had found significant lava tube caves on the · slopes of Mt. 
Karthala, especially near the airport. At least one skylight 
requires rigging and a team for safe descent. Presumably there 
will be a report at the 8th International Symposium . 

HALLIDAY AND KEMPE AT THE CONGRESS IN SWITZERLAND 
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ADDRESS CORREC~ION: 

Street address for Alfred Montserrat is Av. America 15, bxo 1. 

NEW COMMISSTON MEMBER: 

Paulo Borges, c/o Os Montanheiros, Rua da Rocha 6 e 8, Angra 
do Heroismo, Terceira, Portugal . 

Wel::ome Paulo! 
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